Testimonies from patients of the Red Cross Field Hospital

Guide: The following texts are excerpts from interviews done with the patients at the Red Cross Field hospital on 15 September 2024. We have edited them to remain legible and as comprehensible as possible, but without interfering with the integrity of the original statements. Please use/present them as quotes from patients, and in a way that won’t be misinterpreted as the Red Cross’s choice of language to describe the situation. 

Qamar Zu’rob – Testimony from FH patient. 
Story from video. 

Amal Zu’rob – Qamar’s sister. Patient asked to not be photographed, so only the following dictation is available. 
We were all asleep. Suddenly, I heard buzzing in my ears. I thought I was dreaming. I heard the explosion but thought it was somewhere far away. But then I realized it was here. There was water and stones underneath me. 

I looked at my feet and my toes were gone. There was a cut in my arm too. I looked for my daughter, Siwar, but couldn’t find her near me. They told me that she was transferred to hospital. 

I saw that my body has been deformed. I looked at myself and couldn’t accept the way I looked… I still can’t. 

I am afraid to leave the hospital without my daughter. I don’t want to leave without her. I can’t handle the thought of leaving without her, God rest her soul. 

I wish my sister and I can continue our treatment abroad. My sister’s leg is amputated. And I need treatment for burns and my toes.

Zakaria Harara
I am a resident of Gaza City. I was injured by the missiles from Israeli warplanes in Al-Shujaiya in Gaza City. At the beginning of the war, I was transferred to Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City
And there were very difficult conditions. On the second day, the army entered Al-Shifa Hospital. There was a lot of shooting and bombing around hospital buildings. Most of the doctors, nurses, and medical staff at the hospital evacuated. There was very little staff, and the care was very poor because the Israeli forces were in the hospital.

During the ceasefire agreement, I was transferred to the European Gaza Hospital, southern Gaza Strip. The Red Cross staff followed up on my case there. I underwent several medical procedures for seven months at the European Gaza Hospital. 

In July, the Israeli forces evacuated EGH. I went to the Red Cross Field Hospital. I’ve been receiving medical treatment here, including surgery and medical care, for the past 2.5 months.

I suffered from severe burns. My recovery journey has been a long one. I am doing much better now alhamdulillah. But I still need more time to heal.

My biggest hope is for this war to end. I hope to be able to heal. Thank God, I will leave with my entire body. I hope to be able to go back to my previous life, to my job (software engineering).
